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Join the Ohio Advocates Youth Leadership Council!
 
The AIDS Taskforce of Greater Cleveland, in partnership with Advocates for Youth, is seeking passionate youth activists for the Ohio Advocates Youth Leadership Council to improve current sexual health policies and programs in Ohio to ensure that all Ohio youth have access to complete sexual health information.
 
The Ohio Youth Leadership Council is composed of ten dynamic youth/young adults ages 15-24 from throughout the state who support and promote sexual health and related policies. Working closely with the Youth Activist Coordinator, council members will develop and implement strategies to advocate for comprehensive sexual health education, reproductive justice, lgbtq equality, and other related policies in Ohio.  
 
Utilizing the power of youth activism along with strategies such as media mobilization, policymaker education, grassroots organizing, and more, the Council will work together to create significant policy changes during the 2011-2012 academic year and challenge the general culture around sexual health issues. 
 
The time commitment is approximately 4-5 hours per week and Council Members will earn a stipend of $100 per month through May 2012.

General Position Responsibilities
Each council member will be required to:
· Attend and actively participate in monthly and/or scheduled meetings 
· Attend and participate in retreats and trainings facilitated by ATGC and Advocates for Youth, including an all expense-paid youth activist institute in Washington, D.C. September 8-12, 2011.
· Recruit and mobilize a minimum of 10 youth to assist in implementation of strategies determined by the Council
· Actively organize and participate in outreach and advocacy efforts to local/school media, policy makers and community members
· Submit and publish at least one letter to the editor or op-ed in a local or campus paper.  
· Write at least 2 blogs per month for Advocates for Youth’s www.amplifyyourvoice.org youth activist website for sex education activists 
· Participate in policymaker lobbying or education visits
 
Job Qualifications
· Youth/young adult, age 15-24, willing to fight for sexual health policies in Ohio 
· Excellent verbal and written communication skills
· Proficient in the use of “viral technology” tools, such as social network websites (Facebook, Twitter, YouTube), listservs, email, etc.
·  Ability to respectfully work with a wide range of groups and individuals, including  lesbian/gay/bisexual/transgender persons, people of color, people with disabilities (including  HIV/AIDS), and others

 
Interested?  Please complete this application and email or mail back by June 15,2011
to the address shown at the end of the application. 
Questions?  Contact Judith Pindell jpindell@atfgc.org or (216) 621-0766 x231
Ohio Youth Leadership Council Member Application
Please email, fax or mail your completed application by June 15, 2011 to: 
Judith Pindell, MSSA, LSW
Director of Public Policy and Advocacy, Youth Activist Coordinator
AIDS Taskforce of Greater Cleveland
3210 Euclid Avenue ~ Cleveland, OH  44115
Phone: (216) 621-0766 x231 ~ Fax: (216) 622-7788 ~  jpindell@atfgc.org

Your Contact Information

First Name:_________________________  Last Name:___________________________
 
Preferred Name/Nickname:__________________________________________________  

Preferred Pronoun: ________________________________________________________
 
E-Mail:_________________________________________________________________
 
Telephone Number:                          ______________________□ cell   □ home    □ school
  
Alternative Telephone Number:    ______________________□ cell   □ home    □ school
Best way to contact you:  □ e-mail    □ telephone

Current Address
Street Address:___________________________________________________________
 
City, State, Zip:___________________________________________________________
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
School Address
School Name:____________________________________________________________

Street Address:___________________________________________________________
 
City, State, Zip:___________________________________________________________
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Permanent Address
Street Address:___________________________________________________________
 
City, State, Zip:___________________________________________________________

Best address to receive mail: □ current   □ school   □ permanent

Date of Birth (MM/DD/YYYY):         ______________________(you must be 24 or under)
  
Year/Grade:                                         ______________________
 
Gender Identity (optional):               ______________________       

Sexual Orientation (optional)           ______________________
  
Race/Ethnicity (optional):                 ______________________

 Reference Information
Please provide one person (not a family member) who can serve as a reference for you:
 
Name:_________________________________________
E-Mail:________________________________________
Address:_______________________________________
City, State, Zip:_________________________________
Phone Number:_________________________________
Relationship to you:_____________________________

Short Answer Questions 

1. Why do you want to join the Ohio Advocates Youth Leadership Council?
  
2. In what ways have you shown leadership in your school or community?
 
3. What education, experience, or knowledge do you have about sexual and reproductive health or about 
     politics and policy?
 
4. Please list any concerns you have fulfilling the expectations listed below. Which of the responsibilities 
    are you excited about the most?

    5. All Council members must attend the Advocates For Youth Urban Retreat in Washington D.C. from
     Sept. 8-12, 2011.
     Are you able to attend training in Washington, D.C., (all expenses paid) from Sept. 8-12, 2011?
    □ Yes   □ No

Expectations
 
As outlined above, Ohio Advocates Youth Leadership Council holds a high level of expectations for youth on the Council.  Please find below a more detailed description of the expectations and requirements of Council Members.

· Attend and participate in retreats and trainings facilitated by Ohio Advocates and Advocates for Youth;

· Attend and participate in an all expense-paid youth activist Urban Retreat in Washington, D.C., September 8-12, 2011.  If you are not able to attend the training, please DO NOT submit your application because we will not be able to accept you to the Council;

· Ability to respond to emails and phone calls within 48 hours in most cases.  If you are not able to access the internet on a regular basis, please be sure to indicate  what other types of work you are willing to do for the project; 

· Facilitate presentations and discussions on sexual health in your communities for youth and adults;

· Attend and actively participate in monthly and/or scheduled meetings over the phone or in person;  

· Recruit and mobilize at least 10 youth to assist in Council work;

· Organize and participate in advocacy efforts with council members, legislators, and community members;

· Submit and publish at least one letter to the editor or op-ed in a local or campus paper;

· Write at least 2 blogs per month on the Advocates for Youth advocacy website, www.amplifyyourvoice.org

· Engage other youth through new technology, especially social media (Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, video blogging, etc) to get the word out about comprehensive sex education;  

· Ability to manage paperwork, including signing (or having your parent/guardian sign) permission forms, liability releases, media releases, etc.  Please be sure to discuss this project with your family to ensure that they agree with your participation; 

· Ability to respectfully work with a wide range of groups and individuals, including lesbian/gay/ bisexual/transgender persons, people of color, people with disabilities (including  HIV/AIDS), and others;

· Other duties as decided by Council.  



	



Ohio Youth Leadership Council Member Permission Form for youth under 18


Parent/Guardian,

We welcome your youth to apply to The Ohio Advocates Youth Leadership Council.   If accepted, The Ohio Advocates Youth Leadership Council will provide your youth with excellent educational and leadership skills.

If you have questions regarding The Ohio Advocates Youth Leadership Council, please feel free to call or email me.

Sincerely,


Judith Pindell
Director of Public Policy and Advocacy, Youth Activist Coordinator
AIDS Taskforce of Greater Cleveland
216-621-0766 x231
jpindell@atfgc.org



I ________________________ give permission for ______________________ to apply, and if accepted, to
       (parent/guardian name)                                                 (applicant name)
participate in, the Ohio Advocates Youth Leadership Council for the academic school year 2011-2012.  


_____________________________        _____________________________       ________________
Printed name of parent/guardian             Signature of parent/guardian                  Date


Home phone: _____________________________________

Work phone:______________________________________

Cell phone:_______________________________________
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